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Tourism in Porto and the North of Portugal Porto and the North 
of Portugal is Portugal’s fourth main touristic region. Tourism 
has been visibly growing in the last few years in this region, 
which concentrates Portugal’s essence – nature, beach, world 
heritage historic centres, secular traditions and a vibrant urban 
life. In 2013, the number of foreign guests in Porto and the 
North of Portugal grew 14,4% comparing to 2012, in a total of 
1,2 million guests.  
 
 
 
 
 

And the demand is becoming even more international: in 2013, 150 
thousand foreigners more, comparing to 2012, chose Porto and the 
North of Portugal for their stays. In 2013, Porto and the North of 
Portugal registered 2.5 million of foreign overnight stays in hotels. 
Most of the tourists stay in hotels, but in the last few years, the market 
share of hostels has increased, namely in the city of Porto. This offer 
reflects the increase in youth tourism and in city break regime – due to 
its dimension, Porto and the North of Portugal is a great destination for 
short term stays. According to the “Perfil dos turistas do Porto e Norte 
de Portugal” (Tourists’ profile in Porto and the North of Portugal) (1st 
quarter of 2013) , most foreign tourists come from Spain (23,2%), 
France (15,4%) and Brazil (10%). According to this survey, the tourists are satisfied with the different attributes 
of Porto and the North of Portugal, highlighting, in particular, the hospitality, gastronomy, housing, landscape 
and nature, as well as the quality-price ratio. Most say they want to come back. 
 

A perfect city break Porto is an ideal destination for 
a break. A weekend, preferably a long one, is a 
great opportunity to try the many riches of a region 
with four World Heritage areas and many other 
points of interest. The city’s dimension and its 
accessibility, reinforced in the last years thanks to 
the growth of the number of connections to Porto’s 
airport (many of them low cost), are factors that 
have led many foreigners to chose it for a city 
break. In 2012, Porto was awarded European Best 
Destination, by the European Consumers Choice, 
wining the prize again in 2014. 
 
 
 
 

With several connections to European cities operated by low cost and 
national airlines, Porto and the North of Portugal offer an unpaired 
gastronomy with superior quality wines and housing to suit all tastes: 
chain, design, charm and trendy hotels. All good reasons for the city to 
be, as many have acknowledged, “perfect” for a city break. Besides a 
hotel network to suit all tastes, Porto registered a great growth in the 
number of hostels in the last years. With an ancient history, which 
reflects particularly in its World Heritage historical centre, Porto is 
nowadays a cosmopolitan, bohemian city, open to a more challenging 
creation, whether in architecture (the Casa da Música building, the 
Serralves Museum, among other iconic buildings) or in art (Serralves is 
one of Europe’s best contemporary art museums). The European 
Capital of Culture in 2001 has changed the face of the city, which renewed the downtown area, where some 
young entrepreneurs’ shops (from personalized cake sales to a candy pharmacy, it is surprising to see what we 
can find), bars, restaurants, tea houses and art galleries settled in, some years later. 
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